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On 16 February, the Annual General Meeting of Aberfoyle Park High School was held. The following members 
of the Council are parents/caregivers: 

 Sandy Hathaway 
 Wendy Looi-Penhall 
 Ché Burdon 
 Barbara Heaton 
 Matt Sarre 
 Yvette Packer 

 Andrew Otto 
 Stéphane Maurin 
 Sandra Plowman 
 Susi Tyler 
 Kristen Cheesman 

In addition to the student and staff representative on the Council is Steve Murray, our local member for 
Davenport. 

Elections of the office bearers has occurred and are: 

 Wendy Looi-Penhall (Chair) 
 Matt Sarre (Deputy Chair) 
 Sandy Hathaway (Treasurer)  

Parent representatives on the following sub-committees are: 

Finance Advisory Committee including facilities 

 Sandy Hathaway 
 Stéphane Maurin 
 Ché Burdon 

Uniform Committee 
 Yvette Packer 
 Sandra Plowman 
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STUDENTS LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS 
A reminder that students are not to leave the school grounds during the school day to get food and other 
items. Staff will issue a detention for students who are out of school grounds. This action is being taken in the 
interest of student safety and our duty of care responsibilities. 
 
STUDENT FREE DAY – STAFF TRAINING 
On 5 March our second student free day occurred. In line with supporting our students’ Wellbeing for Learning 
we undertook a full day training on mental health. We looked at a number of mental health issues including: 
 
 depression 
 anxiety 
 eating disorders 

and how we respond when we become aware of students in our care who are experiencing these issues. This 
included the way we need to approach our students and organisations that we can refer them too. We also 
covered: 

 suicidal thoughts and behaviours 
 non-suicidal self-injury 
 panic attacks 

The training was provided by a clinical psychologist with expertise in working with young people. 
 

CALENDAR DATES 
 

TERM 1 2021 

Tuesday 23/03/2021 5.30pm-7.30pm Open Night 1 - BOOKED OUT 

Wednesday 
& Thursday 

24/03/2021 
& 25/3/2021 

7.00pm-9.00pm Drama Production – Year 11 & 12, Domain Theatre 

Tuesday 30/03/2021 5.30pm-7.30pm Open Night 2 - BOOKED OUT 

Friday 02/04/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Monday 05/04/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 06/04/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour  - BOOKED OUT 

Tuesday 06/04/2021 3.30pm-7.30pm Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 07/04/2021 6.30pm-8.30pm Band, Percussion & Soloists Stage 2 Assessment Night 

Friday 09/04/2021 2.15pm TERM 1 CONCLUDES (with consent) 

TERM 2 2021 

Tuesday 27/04/2021 SCHOOL RESUMES 

Thursday 29/04/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour - BOOKED OUT 

Wednesday 05/05/2021 Year 6 into 7 2022 – Parent Information Evening 

Wednesday 05/05/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour - BOOKED OUT 

Monday 10/05/2021 6.30pm-8.30pm Year 8 Band Performance Night 

Tuesday 11/05/2021 5.30pm-6.30pm Finance Meeting 

Wednesday 12/05/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour - - BOOKED OUT 
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
Developing the Whole Person 
Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal: Innovation in Curriculum and Pedagogy 

As education continues to evolve within society, we recognise the importance of developing not only 
students’ academic capacity, as well as their emotional resilience, physical well-being, and capacity to 
contribute to their society. We refer to this focus as developing the ‘whole person,’ which means showing 
students that success is not found in numerical results, rather in finding balance between priorities and 
commitments, passions and responsibilities. As Aberfoyle Park High School continue to approach 
authorisation to deliver the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) in 2022, we are aiming 
to see students not only realise their academic potential, but to realise that they are valuable contributors 
to our world. 

The International Baccalaureate Organisation are passionate about holistic learning, which is why the IBDP 
is underpinned by the learner profile, which is a list of characteristics that the IBDP seeks to promote in 
students. These qualities include encouraging students to be thinkers, communicators and risk takers, while 
also emphasising the value of being caring, knowledgeable and reflective. To develop and enhance students 
with the ability to develop these traits, the IBDP offers components such as the Creativity, Activity and 
Service (CAS) which forms a part of programme core, and encourages students to engage in experiences 
that develop their sense of identity within and beyond themselves. 

Over the two-year programme, CAS has students participate in a range of self-directed experiences that aim 
to develop their creativity, improve their physical and mental health, and encourage them to actively 
contribute to their community through volunteering and service. To maintain the focus on balance in life, 
students sustain these experiences across the two-year programme in order to model that life is finding 
ways to incorporate healthy habits, passion projects, and positive contribution in among our daily 
commitments. 

At Aberfoyle High School, we aspire to see all students achieve to their fullest potential, and are proud to 
see students developing in their integrity, compassion and understanding. For families interested in learning 
more about the IBDP, we encourage you to look out for upcoming information opportunities, or to contact 
Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal.  

FINANCE 
Invoices for Materials and Services were mailed out at the beginning of term and are due by the end of 
Term 1. Thank you to all of the families who have already paid their fees or applied for School Card. If you 
are experiencing difficulties with paying your fees, our friendly staff in the Finance Office are available for 
a confidential discussion regarding payment options. Please don’t hesitate to contact them on 8270 4455 
option 2, or by email finance@aphs.sa.edu.au. 

mailto:finance@aphs.sa.edu.au
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  CAPITAL WORKS 
The latest photographs show the nearly completed 
senior floor which is due to be handed back to the 
school on 22 March. From 29 March the third and 
final stage of the redevelopment will be fully 
underway. Progress has been made in the internal 
demolition of the Performing Arts Centre. As part of 
the final stage the front entrance to the school will 
be redeveloped. This will see the closure of Gate 1 
on Taylors Road and access will only be through 
Gate 2. We will have signage to direct 
parents/caregivers and visitors to our school 
particularly student services and finance. A traffic 
management plan has been developed for the safe 
movement of students and staff to access some of 
the areas of the school. This will be explained at a 
whole school assembly on 29 March. 
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STAGE 1 PRE-LITERARY STUDIES 
Rebecca Smitran, Senior Leader: English and IGNITE 
On Thursday 11 March, students studying Stage 1 Pre-Literary Studies attended the musical performance of 
FANGIRLS as part of their studies. Viewing live theatre was a wonderful way to start the year after the 
cancellation of many performances last year.  
 
In the lead up to the show, students have been studying the concept of fanaticism and had just completed a 
podcast on the thoughts and behaviours of fans of a chosen topic. 
 
FANGIRLS extended students’ understanding of this concept through the context of boyband fans. The 
performance was enjoyed by all and students will now be undertaking a critical analysis as part of their 
assessment.  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR APHS ETH-LETES! 
Rebecca Smitran, Senior Leader: English and IGNITE 
Philosophy Club Coach  

Aberfoyle Park High School has experienced much success over the past three years when competing in the 
Middle and Senior School Ethics Olympiads.  

The Middle School competition was slightly different this year due to COVID, and instead of participating in 
person, students competed virtually. Some of the ethically complex questions they discussed were: 

• What moral obligations, if any, do individuals have to reduce their carbon footprint? 
• What standards should be used to determine whether someone is in need of special accommodation or 

assistance? What are the key moral considerations that should shape our answer to this question? 

We had two 3rd Year IGNITE teams compete for the first time and it is with the deepest sense of pride that I 
report that one team won the Gold Medal (first place) and the other team won the Bronze medal (third 
place).  

GOLD winning team: 

Ashwin Murugappa 
Konon Kuboi 
Sev Pretila 
Georgia Warren 

BRONZE winning team:  

Cadence Butterfield 
Misha Faith 
Harmony Wimalartne 
Libby Chase 
 

And it doesn’t end there. 

The gold winning team was then invited to compete in the Australasian finals which was again held virtually, 
with judges from universities across the globe. 22 gold and silver winning teams from across Australia and 
New Zealand competed in the finals. Our Aberfoyle Park High School team was awarded the Silver medal 
(second place), which was an extraordinary achievement.  

There were over 250 teams involved in the entire Middle School Ethics Olympiad, so to end up with the 
silver medal in the Australasian finals was an outstanding achievement not just for our school and students, 
but for South Australia. 

Philosophy Club members are now preparing for the Senior School Ethics Olympiad in May where they will 
be tackling some even more ethically complex cases. Stay tuned for the results.  
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SPORTS DAY 2021 
Briony Bryant, HPE Leader 
 

And the Winners are……….  
Congratulations to Fraser who were the overall winners for Aberfoyle Park 
High School Sports Day for 2021. 

The day started well with staff and students looking amazing in their House 
colours. There was considerable effort gone into both staff and students 
wearing their House colours and their creative costumes were brilliant. 

The students participated in a range of athletic and novelty events across the 
day. 

Athletic events were discus, shot put, 100m, 200m, 400m, and high jump. 
The results of these events will determine selection for the Interschool Athletics Carnival for 2021. 

Novelty events included volleyball, 5-a-side soccer, bocce, egg and spoon race, tug-o-war, vortex throw, 
frisbee target throw. These events were hugely popular with all students and the level of team spirit was 
exciting and encouraging. 

Congratulations to all students who participated in events, encouraged their peers and upheld the values of 
the school. Your contribution is fantastic! Well done to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Overall Results were: 

 

Fraser - 1190 

Bradman - 1125 

Freeman – 1120 

Barassi - 1090 

Moneghetti - 972 

Thorpe – 889 
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TRANSITION 
Vanessa Ingram, Year 7 Leader 
 

The transition process for Year 7 into High School is well underway! On Wednesday 3 March, over 60 
prospective families attended our first Parent Information Evening, which provided a wonderful opportunity 
for families to learn about our school. Key staff presented on various aspects relating to how Year 6 children 
will be supported in their transition to high school and answered an array of questions.  

A special thanks to our student leaders Ali, Bree and Sam that were involved in greeting families and handing 
out brochures. Their enthusiasm and willingness to support our school community was greatly appreciated.  

Due to an overwhelming response, a second Parent Information Evening has been scheduled for next term. 
We look forward to meeting more families at this event as they navigate the exciting journey to high school. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
Sam Eliades, Year 10 Leader 
 
Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan 
Year 10 students are undertaking Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan (PLP). A part of the PLP, students have 
begun learning about making SMART Goals and Career Development. In particular, students have completed 
the MyCareerMatch Quiz, and have investigated two different career pathways. Students participated in the 
Work Experience Preparation Day event, where each student attends an appointment with their PLP 
Teacher to finalise their Work Experience placement and receive the Work Experience paperwork. Work 
Experience will occur in Term 2, from 3 May and the Work Experience forms are due back to the school by 
29 March. Students need to return the Work Experience forms to their PLP Teacher. 

Before students attend Work Experience, they are required to complete a mandatory five hour Work Health 
and Safety training. For students interested in completing Work Experience in the construction industry, 
they have been given the opportunity of completing their White Card Training through the school. The White 
Card course is designed to provide participants with a basic understanding of Work, Health and Safety 
requirements and procedures used on general building, construction and civil sites. Applicants for this 
course are now closed and the training occurred during Term 2, Week 7 and 8. Deb Coad is overseeing the 
White Card training program and can be contacted at deb.coad@aphs.sa.edu.au. Students who are 
interested in completing Work Experience in a child working environment, such as a primary school or 
kindergarten, students will need to complete their Working With Children Check. Students can contact 
Kass Holmes at kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au.  

Parents/caregivers and students can access information and forms for PLP from the PLP Website through 
school’s website: http://intra.aphs.sa.edu.au/web/node/351. Parents/caregivers are also encouraged to 
email the PLP Teacher and/or the Year 10 Leader if they have questions about the Work Experience program.  

 
Year 10 Well-being for Learning 
A part of the Year 10 Well-being for Learning program, students have participated in a lesson supporting 
Career Development. Flinders University staff visited the school presenting the Navigations Presentation. 
This provided students with key information about finding the right career pathway and how to strengthen 
their skills in finding information about chosen careers. The presentation also includes an introduction to 
university, career pathways, pre-post work-experience, Year 11 and 12 subjects needed for University and 
a drop-in session for subject selection. Year 10 students will continue working on Career Development topics 
through the Well-being for Learning Program at the end of Term 2 and the beginning of Term 3, prior to 
subject selections for Stage 1 SACE.  

 

 

  

mailto:deb.coad@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
http://intra.aphs.sa.edu.au/web/node/351
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING 
CERTIFICATE III RURAL OPERATIONS: ANIMAL CARE AND HUSBANDRY 
Kass Holmes, Vocational Education Training Leader 

Year 12 students at Aberfoyle Park High School can do Certificate III Animal Care and Husbandry which is 
completed at Urrbrae Agricultural High School. They attend one day per week and gain valuable experience 
for the industry. Students can turn their love of animals into a career in a veterinary practice, pet shop, animal 
welfare organisation, boarding kennel or grooming establishment. 

They learn about animal first aid, capture, restraint and handling of various animals, clinical pathology 
laboratory procedures, assisting with surgery, and veterinary reception. The animal studies courses cover 
laboratory technology, biotechnology, companion animals and wildlife. 

Our two students who are enrolled in the course this year have just completed a unit on Dog Care and 
Obedience Training. The course had a great workshop recently with the Dog Trainers from Advance 
Behavioural Training. 
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  MUSIC PERFORMANCE – MALA BAND 
Sarah Horne, Music Teacher 

On Friday 26 February the Senior Music students 
ventured to the Adelaide Fringe to view a live 
performance by Mala Band. 

"I loved hearing how Mala Band fused modern 
reggae with traditional Pitjantjatjara lyrics. It was a 
unique experience that I'm glad I got to enjoy with 
my classmates" Alesha Brewer 

Although the performance was cut short due to 
technical issues, the unphased students still relished 
the opportunity to view a life performance and saw 
firsthand that live performances do not always go to 
plan. 

THE SCHOOL IS ALIVE WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC! 
Sarah Horne, Music Teacher 

The new music rooms are bustling with the thrilling sounds of class rehearsals, ensemble bands and 
instrumental lessons. Read on for further details and performance dates. 

Students have adjusted to the change of location well and now have even more space to honk away at the 
back of the school.  

Selected small ensembles and students are rehearsing to provide live music for the upcoming open nights 
on 23 and 30 March.  

Percussion Ensemble and Concert Band is louder than ever! You can experience both at their first 
performance on Wednesday 7April, in the school gym. 

55 new Year 8 and 1st Year IGNITE students started learning a range of instruments in woodwind, brass and 
percussion. Stay tuned for their first performance in Week 3 of Term 2! 

 

 
Year 9 Music students 

Front row: Isabelle, Katie, Caitlin 

Back Row: Eddie, Aiden, Ben, Jameson 
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DRAMA 
Daniel Lynch – Drama Teacher 

The Stage 1 and 2 students are in the midst of their rehearsals for Second Person Narrative by Jenna 
Kennedy. As part of the dramatic process, the State Theatre Company’s Anna Steen, a professional actor, 
took students through a series of workshops on characterisation and vocal expression. These were 
energetic and tiring workshops that challenged and developed the student’s performance skills and 
creativity. 

You can view our performance on Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 March, 7.00pm, at the Domain Theatre, 
Marion Cultural Centre. Tickets on sale on the school’s Qkr! app for $10.00. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICES 
Adrienne Kajewski, Teacher Librarian 
 
More than ever, students, staff and parents are talking about wellbeing. The wellbeing of themselves and 
others. 

One of the important spaces in the school to support student wellbeing, is the school library. 

Students come to the library for a number of reasons that are not always about the books or reading. 
Research has shown that reading can encourage relaxation and have a positive impact on mental 
wellbeing.  (https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/can-reading-improve-your-wellbeing/) 

At lunch time students are visiting the library to join their friends to socialise, chill out and find a worthy 
opponent to challenge in the latest trending games - chess and online games are equally popular amongst 
our students. 

After school, the library is open until 5.30pm most evenings, which offers students a safe, familiar place to 
hang out to complete some homework, catch up with friends or find some quiet, wind down time.  

We are currently displaying a range of resources to support student wellbeing, designed and chosen by one 
of our senior students. Harmony Week is another opportunity to engage with our students about inclusivity, 
kindness and empathy. 

Our school library can make an important difference in the wellbeing of young people, as they are at the 
centre of everything we do and offer. 

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/can-reading-improve-your-wellbeing/
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS  
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

HOST FAMILIES 
Do you have a spare room? Would you like to share South Australian life with a Japanese student? We are 
growing our homestay network and are continually recruiting new host families to participate in the 
International Study Tour Program by hosting Japanese high school students. Study Tours are usually for two 
weeks during July/August each year. During this time they will experience Australian school and family life 
and participate in excursions and school activities. As some students would have not visited Australia before 
it gives them a chance to learn a different culture, practice their English skills and live the Australian life for 
the duration of their visit. 
For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through 
the school. The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age. 

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family: 

‘We have been hosting international students for the past three years and it has been an amazing 
experience for everyone in the family. We found that hosting has brought us together as a family and we 
feel our family has grown substantially with members all over the world. For anyone thinking of hosting 
we say “Give it a go”, you will not regret it. It is such a wonderful experience and it will enrich your lives’.  
The Siemensma family 

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately $250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses such 
as groceries, entrance fees to tourist attractions and other expenses incurred whilst hosting a student. 

If you would like more information on how to apply to become an accredited host family for future Study 
Tours please contact Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select option 3) or 
sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au for an information pack.  

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM 
We would like to say a big thank you to all the host families who hosted last year’s International students 
through the challenging COVID outbreak. 
 
INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM AT ABERFOYLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
In the absence of International students at Aberfoyle 
Park High School the current international 
ambassadors will be looking at running some 
International events throughout the year. 

The International Program at Aberfoyle Park High 
School would not be the same without the support of 
our International Ambassadors.  Students from all year 
levels volunteer their time to be part of the 
International Program. This involves ‘buddying up’ 
with new international students when they arrive, 
helping them find their way around school and 
generally make the international students feel 
welcome. We are looking for new International 
Ambassador especially in the middle school year 
levels. 

If you would like to apply to be an International Ambassador please contact: 

kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au the International Student Program Manager. 

  

mailto:sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au
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36A Taylors Road East 
Aberfoyle Park 

South Australia   5159 
 

Telephone:    +61 8 8270 4455 

Email:  info@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Student Absentee Email: studrec@aphs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:info@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:studrec@aphs.sa.edu.au

